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Community Living 

You have the right to live in the community and go to places. You have 
the right to try to get the same kinds of jobs as people without 
disabilities. You have the right to decide how to spend your money 
and your free time. You have the right to get healthcare services in 
the community. 

"I work at Wendy's. I decide what I spend my money on. I 

like to shop at Hobby Lobby and make jewelry and key-

chains. My boss lets me cook the fries when it gets busy!"-

Ruth 

"I use to live in an institution, my rights were taken away. 

Now I live in a house and work at a grocery store. 

Everyone knows me and says Hi to me! 

I do a good job." - Roy 
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Choices 

The HCBS rule gives you the right to choose where you live. The rule 
says you need to have choices. You can choose to live with other 
people or not. You have the right to choose which provider gives you 
services. You have the right to make your own choices about your 
life, big and small. 

"My nieces and nephews are very important to me.

They get to come to my home and visit. I sing in the 
choir and enjoy being around my friends daily. I 
really like where I live and hope to have a job in the 
community one day." -Leslie 

"I like to play in Special Olympics, swimming, 
shopping, playing games with my roommates, 
going to the library to pick out books and my 
DSP makes sure I get to do things I like." -Shelby 
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INDEPENDENCE 

Independence means that you are in charge of making decisions 

about your life and what you want to do. 

tA---1•-t•-, "I live in my own house and pay my own bills. I have 
a DSP that takes me to get groceries, to doctor 
appointments, or anywhere I need to go. I have a 
tablet and a /phone. They allow me to keep in touch 
with family and friends on Facebook and FaceTime 
calls." -Jaylene 

"I live in a house with 3 other roommates. I like to do 
and sell crafts. I like to go places. I get up every 
morning with the help of my DSP. They help me 
dress, prepare meals, brush my teeth, help me wash 
my face and put my hair up. I choose to stay at home 
or go to the day center. I would like to become a 
certified peer support specialist because I love 
helping people. I do not let anything get me down. I 
just keep pushing toward. "-Alicia 
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